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The fun da men tal real iza tion to which all the o ret i cal pro duc tion in the
relam of value- theory and the cri tique of polit i cal econ omy must return,
that must be con fronted and to which it must find a res o lu tion, is the real ‐
iza tion that the cap i tal ist mode of pro duc tion is his tor i cally unprece dented.

It may have been con ceiv able, in Isaak Rubin’s time, to inter pret the
sys tem of gen er al ized com mod ity pro duc tion as merely a par tic u lar
historically- specific medi a tion of the social pro duc tion process. Today this
is no longer pos si ble; moder nity has revealed itself to be his tor i cally priv i ‐
leged, and instead of show ing itself to be an aliquot part of the his tory of
modes of pro duc tion, shows itself to be the deadly end of human his tory
itself. The con tem po rary fear of meta nar ra tives and of vul gar his tor i cal
mate ri al ism — while quite rea son able in the wake of the fall of the East ern
Bloc — breaks down within the very his tor i cal con text from which it is
born. Cap i tal ism refuses itself to be treated as merely another mode of pro ‐
duc tion, and instead tears apart vir tu ally the entire planet in a grand exis ‐
ten tial cat a stro phe, assert ing itself to be some thing his tor i cally unique and
unprece dented in the his tory of human affairs.

Cap i tal ism thus can not be dealt with the o ret i cally merely at the level
of tran shis tor i cal social ontol ogy; it is not merely another social medi a tion
of meta bolic processes — with its tri als, tribu la tions, and even tual pos si bil ‐
ity for suc ces sion. It is some thing we’ve never seen before, a dis rup tion of
hith erto tran shis tor i cal nat ural processes, now dom i nated by cap i tal in a
man ner not even con ceiv able using our tra di tional modes of his tor i cal
inter pre ta tion. Alien ation is not the expres sion of the cap i tal ist form of
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social medi a tion, the social medi a tion spe cific to our his tor i cal epoch;
alien ation is an unprece dented phe nom e non whose his tor i cal emer gence
must now be under stood as the break down of our under stand ings of social
ontol ogy hith erto, and the begin ning of a deadly his tor i cal down ward
slope.


