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There are two things which from what I can see have now been gen er ally
accepted by the broader soci eties of the United States and Europe (or the
“west” for short). In fact, most peo ple from these soci eties have accepted
them so out right and for enough gen er a tions that for many these things
have become embed ded into our col lec tive zeit geist as facts of life. The
two “things” I am refer ring to here are: 1. The exploita tion of peo ples
abroad by our cap i tal ist con sump tion, and 2. The impend ing cli mate cri sis
caused by our cap i tal ist con sump tion. It is true there remains some who
may make excuses for the first thing and oth ers who may deny the sec ond.
But over all, at this point in our devel op ment, most are in agree ment about
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the two things’ exis tence. Ref er ences or jokes to “sweat shops in China”
and the sci en tific con sen sus on cli mate change has cre ated a cul ture which
for the large part accepts these two things as true.

What is most inter est ing to me is that not one of those mil lions of peo ‐
ple who know and accept these grim truths seem even remotely moti vated
to care.

Why is that?
Let us now invoke Cap i tal ist Real ism, the con cept cham pi oned by

Mark Fisher in his book of the same name. What Fisher describes is a stage
in cap i tal ism’s devel op ment whereby it has cemented itself so deeply into
our cul ture and col lec tive zeit geist that it has become essen tially impos si ‐
ble for broader soci ety to see any viable and coher ent alter na tive to it. To
chal lenge cap i tal ism becomes to chal lenge the very way that we think, and
chal lenges to cap i tal ism can them selves become rein forcers of it. The west ‐
ern soci eties have and con tinue to be broadly cap i tal ist, and it is in those
soci eties the con cept applies.

The USSR, the largest threat to west ern cap i tal ism, has fallen. The last
of the orga nized labor unions have been wiped out by a potent era of
neolib er al ism, spear headed by Rea gan and Thatcher. China has been lib er ‐
al ized. The Berlin Wall has fallen.

Indeed, there remains no large threat to cap i tal ism in its legit i macy,
and Fukuyama has pro claimed lib eral democ racy “the end of his tory”.
Neolib er al ism remains the dom i nant ide ol ogy of our west ern soci eties and
it has wiped out the major oppo si tions. Neolib er al ism has out lived and out ‐
per formed its com peti tors. From what we have been told, this must be as
good as it can get.

But it clearly isn’t. Even worse, we know it isn’t. The same beau ti ful
free- market forces that brought the iPhone, are too out sourc ing labor to for ‐
eign lands, exploit ing their peo ple and their resources. The same eco nomic
sys tem of free dom and pros per ity, is too bring ing about a cli mate cat a stro ‐
phe. In fact, this is obvi ous to most peo ple, we are now taught it in our
schools.
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But not one of mil lions can even think of a coher ent alter na tive. As far
as we are able to see, there isn’t one. This sys tem is as good as it gets, we
are taught, and so what ever chil dren are dying in the third world are sim ply
out of our reach. If the world ends, there is sim ply noth ing we can do about
it, because “the freer the mar ket the freer the peo ple”. We can not take peo ‐
ple’s free doms away, we can not dis turb the pre cious “free mar ket”, we can ‐
not imag ine a viable alter na tive to cap i tal ism. The USSR failed, we are
reminded. This, neolib eral cap i tal ism, is the best there is.

As Fredric Jame son and Slavoj Žižek said, quoted by Mark Fisher:
“[…] it is eas ier to imag ine the end of the world than the end of cap i ‐

tal ism.”
How ever, it goes deeper than this. Point this out and you will be called

a hyp ocrite for using an iPhone. Point this out and the atten tion will be
turned on you, and the room will ask, “what have you done about it?” as if
it was your per sonal fault these issues exist, and as if it is now your moral
oblig a tion to fix them.

Cap i tal ist oli garchs have com mit ted large efforts to telling us cli mate
change can be solved by indi vid ual changes in behav ior, such as dri ving
cars less. The “car bon foot print” and lessons in school about reduc ing
water use have told us that as indi vid u als we must change our ways. But
we know this isn’t true, it only acts to turn the atten tion away from sys ‐
temic prob lems and onto the indi vid ual. This too, has hap pened to polit i cal
activism. It is no longer col lec tive action, but indi vid u als. Not just at the
bal lot box, but in protest and orga ni za tion as well. You, as the indi vid ual,
have the power to change things, they say.

You can now con sume main stream anti- capitalist media com fort ably
and feel no oblig a tion to do any thing. But if you speak out, it is now sud ‐
denly your fault. Actual change, actual orga ni za tion is dis ap pear ing and
being replaced with images, spec ta cles.

Let us now invoke Soci ety of the Spec ta cle, by Guy Debord, which
details how cap i tal ist soci ety shifts the focus from real human expe ri ence
and onto spec ta cles, or in other words, rep re sen ta tions of such human expe ‐
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ri ence. Being healthy is no longer a human expe ri ence to be attained, it is
an image, a prod uct, a spec ta cle. It can be bought and sold, it can be
viewed. It can be con sumed, but never truly expe ri enced.

Anti- capitalist media becomes a spec ta cle to be con sumed and then
for got ten. You can learn about how bru tal and exploita tive the cloth ing
indus try is to those who must pro duce those com modi ties, and then go on
with your day as usual. You can become fully aware of our impend ing cli ‐
mate cri sis, and not feel the need to do any thing about it.

What are you going to do, abol ish cap i tal ism?


