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1. The point is not to under stand Marx. Mil lions have already attempted
to do so in var i ous ways, noth ing has nec es sar ily come of it.

2. The point is to enact change, to rad i cally trans form what appears to be
an oppres sive soci ety — in a word, to do com mu nism.

3. The point of the ory is not inher ently to com pre hend the world, to
grasp it for the sake of knowl edge. This has hith erto only been a
leisure granted by afflu ence at the expense of oth ers.

4. The pur pose of the ory is to grasp the world in order to prop erly
change it; to cor rectly artic u late why soci ety has taken the form that it
does, so that it can be under stood where and how it is pos si ble to
change it. It is obvi ous things are bad; it is not at all obvi ous how they
can be trans formed.

5. This is what it means to be a com mu nist and not merely an intel lec tual
or a careerist — to strive always to most per fectly grasp the nature of
things in order to make it pos si ble the under stand ing of how to more
per fectly enact rad i cal trans for ma tion in soci ety. Oth er wise, one can
merely under stand the world for its own sake, or attempt to enact
change in com plete blind ness to the mate r ial con di tions of the world.

6. The ory is not nec es sar ily a per sonal affair con ducted in pri vate. As
with even sci en tific the ory, flee ing from the pri vate can some times
gen er ate grand rev e la tions in thought which would never have been
vis i ble had one remained inside. Of course, intel lec tual rigor always
remains nec es sary.
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7. The whole of the world does not need to be grasped. More over, if it
does not need to be grasped, it shouldn’t be. It is both impos si ble to
com plete such a task and unnec es sary to even approx i mate it, and
inso far as this is the case, effort expended on such tasks is merely
intel lec tu al ism with out sub stance.

8. Enough of the world must be grasped such that it is pos si ble to see
how it can be changed. This does not nec es sar ily require the whole.


