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The long- standing Marx o log i cal debate on cri sis the ory —
(1) on the the o ret i cal valid ity of procla ma tions on ten den tial move ‐

ments in the ratio of con stant to vari able cap i tal (Hein rich, Mau con tra
Gross man),

(2) on the deter min ism of the work ers’ move ment (Mattick), or
(3) on the ten den tial decline of the absolute mag ni tude of surplus- 

value (Kurz, Pos tone) —
has func tion ally come to a close with the unan i mous accep tance of the

fact of eco log i cal cri sis in the Cap i talocene. In this sense, the absolute
intrin sic limit to val oriza tion embed ded in the his tor i cal motion of cap i tal ‐
ist dynam ics is unde ni ably real solely in an exis tent form out side of the
realm of the Marx o log i cal debates alto gether: as an absolute exis ten tial
bar rier, an absolute limit to his tor i cal motion as such. For this rea son,
despite the debates becom ing obso lete prac ti cally, this very real iza tion has
long stalled in the minds of the Marx ol o gists.
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