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Marx’s social ontol ogy of cap i tal ism exists on the edge of pos si bil ity, and
can only be under stood from this stand point. This is the pri mary entan gle ‐
ment of bour geois econ o mists — the entan gle ment of cap i tal ism as neces ‐
sity and as pos si bil ity — and this entan gle ment as such makes it impos si ble
for them to com pre hend Marx’s posi tion.

For the apol o gists, cap i tal ism as a struc tural speci ficity is con cep tu ally
entan gled with social pro duc tion as a struc tural gen er al ity. The pos si bil i ties
offered by social pro duc tion in gen eral — namely, metab o lisms with nature
for the repro duc tion of human life through the use of social ized tools, and
the pro duc tion of a social sur plus — are con fused for pos si bil i ties uniquely
offered by cap i tal ism. Cap i tal ism’s abil ity to cre ate mate r ial wealth which
soci ety finds use ful and its abil ity to gen er ate a social sur plus of sorts, are
con sid ered suc cesses of cap i tal ism in par tic u lar, i.e., proof of the spe cific
suc cess of cap i tal ism apart from other pos si ble struc tures of social pro duc ‐
tion. That cap i tal ism ful fills a tran shis tor i cal bare min i mum is seen as a
grand won der.

This is much of the way the dom i nat ing mech a nisms of cap i tal are
mys ti fied. What cap i tal does spe cific to itself and apart from other forms of
social pro duc tion is con sti tute a cer tain form of social dom i na tion inter wo ‐
ven into the dynamic of the human social meta bolic process; but, what cap ‐
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i tal does addi tion ally that most other forms of social pro duc tion also do is
cre ate use ful prod ucts and gen er ate a social sur plus. Bour geois eco nom ics
empha sizes the lat ter and mis takes it for a logic spe cific to cap i tal.

Marx, cru cially, does not make this entan gle ment, and sep a rates con ‐
cep tu ally the fea tures of social pro duc tion which are not spe cific to cap i tal
but which cap i tal must ful fill any way, and fea tures spe cific to cap i tal. This
is the back drop of Marx’s the ory of com mu nism, and why he con ceives of
it in a way com pletely for eign to bour geois econ o mists. More over, the lat ‐
ter can not even account for Marx’s posi tion, given their con cep tual entan ‐
gle ment.

This is what is meant by the “edge of pos si bil ity”: com mu nism for
Marx is not a prob lem to be worked out in the con cep tual frame work of
cap i tal ist logic, but a pos si bil ity offered by the nec es sary results of social
pro duc tion as such, and what can be done with it within its addi tional wide
mar gin of pos si bil ity. It is not for Marx a ques tion of how quasi- capitalist
logic can be con tin ued in the absence of cap i tal, but sim ply how the
already exis tent social pro duc tion processes main tained by human ity can
be uti lized in a realm of pos si bil ity, once freed.


