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1 — Alien ated Sci ence
One of the great est suc cesses of neolib er al ism in dom i nat ing the minds of
its sub jects has been its abil ity to sep a rate pol i tics from every day life. The
causes of this phe nom e non may have some thing to do with the extreme
spe cial iza tion of labor under cap i tal ism — as labor exists to cre ate profit
— which can be seen in other fields as well, most notably in acad e mia.
Cap i tal ism has suc ceeded in divid ing up the sci ences such that no sin gle
sci en tist is able to see the whole of sci ence — just their sub set of a field —
and as such is unable to truly dis cuss how all of the sci ences form the
whole social force we live in.

“The frag men ta tion of exis tence together with the par tial and one- sided
char ac ter of social iza tion under cap i tal ism have inclined peo ple to
focus on the par tic u lars that enter their lives — an indi vid ual, a job, a
place — but to ignore the ways they are related, and thus to miss the
pat terns … that emerge from these rela tions. More recently, the social
sci ences have rein forced this ten dency by break ing up the whole of
human knowl edge into the spe cial ized learn ing of com pet ing dis ci ‐
plines, each with its own dis tinc tive lan guage, and then by study ing
almost exclu sively those bits that per mit sta tis ti cal manip u la tion. In the
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process, cap i tal ism, the biggest pat tern of all and one whose effect on
peo ple’s lives is con stantly grow ing, has become vir tu ally invis i ble.”
[1]

Only minds who were rejected from acad e mia and were thus able to work
out side of it — namely Marx and Niet zsche — could suc cess fully offer the
most rad i cal cri tiques of the pow ers that be. Niet zsche would lam baste the
alien ated and divided state of the sci ences, of art, and even of law in a way
not dis sim i lar to Marx:

“…when artis tic ener gies and the prac ti cal wis dom of life join with sci ‐
en tific thought so that a higher organic sys tem will develop in rela tion
to which the scholar, the physi cian, the artist, and the law maker, as we
now know them would have to appear as pal try antiq ui ties!” [2]

In this way, we have been con vinced that sci ence, phi los o phy, and pol i tics
on the whole is pri mar ily the work of men in lab coats or men in suits, and
not the busi ness of ordi nary peo ple. Lit tle would they know that even those
men in lab coats and suits feel the same sti fling energy whilst they are told
to remain in their field and do noth ing too rad i cal…

2 — “I’m Not Polit i cal”
This view of pol i tics — as being pri mar ily the job of those in the halls of
con gress — is not merely a nat ural out come of cap i tal ist rela tions. It is also
inten tion ally cre ated and sus tained because of its abil ity to retain the sta tus
quo; i.e., those with power and priv i lege have a seri ous vested inter est in
uti liz ing it. It is able to pre vent many from chal leng ing the sta tus quo
because of a gen eral sen ti ment that pol i tics is annoy ing and really not their
prob lem.

How ever, the result is not nec es sar ily a feel ing that “the politi cians
know bet ter than me,” or a feel ing that it’s not your place to speak of pol i ‐
tics. Most peo ple today of any sub stan tial polit i cal incli na tion could rant
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with total con fi dence for hours about the utter incom pe tency of many
politi cians today. This is not what has changed; what has changed is the
idea that it is both pos si ble or even desir able to be non- political. In other
words, that it is at all pos si ble to give pol i tics up com pletely to the hands of
the men in con gress.

Anti- politics is not a desire to kill pol i tics per se, but the desire to kill
the idea that pol i tics can at all be killed. Anti- politics is the move ment
towards empha siz ing pol i tics in every day life, in every moment of our
lives, and as some thing that will always be there whether we care about it
or not. Anti- politics exclaims that all men and all of their actions are polit i ‐
cal, and as such, pol i tics are very much their prob lem. Anti- politics vehe ‐
mently rejects the pos si bil ity of “not being polit i cal” by assert ing that not
only is this not log i cally pos si ble, as all every day life is polit i cal, but that
even attempt ing to become non- political is itself a very polit i cal act.

Fur ther more, anti- politics is a desire to kill the gap between polit i cal
decision- making and every day life. Lib eral democ racy is set up in an alien ‐
ated fash ion whereby polit i cal deci sions are not only merely the stuff of
elec tions, but ulti mately are only the respon si bil ity of politi cians. Anti- 
politics embraces the polit i cal nature of every day life and of the way in
which we con stantly make polit i cal deci sions any way. This goal is
achieved not just by means of vol un tary polit i cal orga ni za tion and
decision- making, or local gov er nance, or rad i cal democ racy, or any of
those won der ful ideas espoused by Abdul lah Öcalan (i.e., by means of
direct polit i cal par tic i pa tion of all mem bers of a soci ety), but also by means
of a change in the over ar ch ing sen ti ment towards pol i tics.

Polit i cal decision- making is often seen as bor ing and tedious; anti- 
politics is about cre at ing a pol i tics of pas sion and enjoy ment for all mem ‐
bers. Anti- politics is the total sub sump tion of pol i tics, polit i cal decision- 
making, and polit i cal par tic i pa tion into the realm of every day life, exactly
like the way Marx dreamed of a future in which labor was seen as the joy
of every day life rather than a nec es sary evil for an alien ated class.

Pol i tics is your life and you should con trol it!



4

_______________
[1] Bertell Oll man, Dance of the Dialec tic, pg. 3
[2] Friedrich Niet zsche, The Gay Sci ence, #113


